
            
  

VAN WERT COUNTY SISTER CITY CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM  

The Van Wert County Sister City Cultural Exchange Program will be scheduling a trip to Sumoto City, Japan for 
approximately 8‐10 days in July of 2022.  Eight to ten students between the ages (at time of trip) of 14 to 17 (grades 
9‐12) will be chosen to travel to our sister city to represent Van Wert County.  The cost of the trip will be approximately 
$3000 plus the cost of a passport and incidental expenses.  Those students chosen will have the opportunity to 
participate in numerous fund raisers in order to offset this expense.    

Students selected as part of the student delegation will be required to attend periodic scheduled meetings in the time leading 
up to the trip in order to prepare for the trip. These meetings are necessary and attendance is required, failure to attend without 
proper notice could result in the student being excluded from the group. Students will also be expected to participate in sister 
city activities and fund raisers.  

Please submit a typed application that includes all of the following information.  

I.  Please submit all of the following information typed on a cover sheet:  
Applicants Name  
Date of Birth  
Name of School  
Grade  
Address  
Email  
Phone   Parent(s)/Guardians Name   
Parent(s)/Guardians Email (if different)  
Parent(s)/Guardians Phone (if different)  
How many siblings live in home with you?  
    

II. Answer all of the following questions typed in paragraph format:    
A. Write about why you would like to take part in this trip and what benefits you see having and visiting a Sister City 

could have for our county and yourself.  
B. What can you share with the Japanese students? (Examples ‐ talents, hobbies, abilities, etc.)  
C. Have you ever traveled out of the United States, hosted or been involved with people from a foreign …...country?  

(Give details)  
  

III. Please list all of the following by including as many details as you can.   
A. Extracurricular activities   
B. Hobbies or interests   
C. Talents   
D. Community or school organizations in which you are involved  

  



            
  

Please attach all of the following:   

A. Two Letters of Reference that include name, address, phone number and E‐mail (The Sister City Committee reserves 
the right to contact references, teachers, and school administrators to verify eligibility of applicants.)   
  

   ∙ One from a Teacher, Counselor, or Principal  
   ∙ One personal reference   

  
B. School Records (this can be an official letter, form, or actual copy of records from your school). The following 

information must be included:   

   ∙ Grade Point Average (GPA)   
   ∙ Attendance Record   
   ∙ Discipline Record   

C. A statement signed by a parent/legal guardian showing support for your travel to Japan.    

This application is round one in the selection process. Round two will consist of a face‐to‐face interview.  Completed 

applications should be:  

1) Emailed to billwalls77@gmail.com, or 
 

2) mailed to the address below, postmarked no later than May 7, 2021.  

      Van Wert Sister City Cultural Exchange Program  
   c/o Bill Walls 
      4460 John Brown Road  
      Van Wert, OH  45891    
        

Any questions should be directed to Bill Walls at 419‐203‐4744 (call or text) or email billwalls77@gmail.com.  

mailto:billwalls77@gmail.com

